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Introduction

Eachyearthe lowaDNRForestrycooperatesvith numerousagencieso protectL 2 ¢ for@sésfrom insectsdiseases,
andother damagingagents.Theseprogramsinvolveground and aerialsurveyssettingup pheromonetraps, following

transectsfor samplingcollectingsampledor laboratoryanalysisanddirectingtreatmentsfor specificproblemsduring
the growingseasonAfter eachgrowingseasonthe ForestrySectionissiesa summaryreport regardingthe health of

L 2 ¢ forests

Thise S I réjdrebeginswith a brief summaryof weatherevents,L 2 & lan@déharacteristicsand severalsurvey
summariedor insects,diseasesandinvasiveplantsthat havethe potentialto impactthe healthof L 2 & flor@sés.The
2022 ForestHealthHighlightswill focusfirst on the Forest{ S NJZMajpS-orastPestList(Pages) andthen coverthe
additionaldamagingagentsthat DNRsurveyed.

Weather Review

Thiswinter broughtaboutaverag temperaturesandon averageevelsof precipitation. Therewere severaldaysin
Januarythat went abovefreezing,which causednanyconifersto breakwinter dormancy.Therepeatedbreaksin winter
dormancyallowedfor winter desiccatiorand eventualtree deathin manyconifer specieghroughoutthe state. Ongoing
statewideseveredroughtconditionsand extremewind eventsin the westalsocontributedto coniferdecline.

Theentire state experiencedcooler than averagespringtemperatureswith mostall of lowareceivingfewer rainfall
events.Anthracnhosgafungalleaf diseasepn sycamoreand manyother benignfungalleaf diseasesvere common
throughoutthe state despitethe drier conditions.Tubakiaand other leaf spotfungiwere reported on oaksthroughout
the summermonthsandthe numberof reportsincreasedslightlyoverlastseason

Most of the state experiencechormalsummertemperaturesstatewide.However,droughtconditionswere presentin
mostof the state with the driestconditionoccurringin centrallowa Numerousreportsof bur oakblight were made,in
additionto frequentbenignfungalleaf diseaseshat were beingreported,in Easternowa. DNRdocumentanincrease
of 28%of oakleaf diseasdan 2022. Onlybur oakblight wasof concern.

DNRand partnershaveadded9 new countiesof positivecasedor the EmeraldAshBorer(EAB)n 2022. Thereare 93 of
the 99 countiesthat haveEABconfirmed.Severaphonecallsandemailswere receivedaboutthe increasedevelof ash
mortality. Althoughthere are manyreplantingefforts currentlyin placeto offsetthis loss,DNRcontinuesto provide
resourcedo thosecommunitieswho havebeenhit the hardestby this pestasfundingallows

Effortshavealsobeenmadeto surveyandidentify over 7,800aaesof damageof white oakmortality (WOM) DNRhas
seenincreasedcasesof WOMwithin the southeastermpart of lowa. Thiscomplexis believedto be linkedto a numberof
factorsincluding:Armillariaroot diseasetwo-lined chestnutborer, drought,oakwilt, and other climaterelatedissues
DNRcontinuesto monitor the WOM locations.New surveymethodsare beingimplementedfor the 2023seasorto help
pinpointthe causeandis expectedto be reportedin the 2023 ForestHealthHighlights
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https://mrcc.purdue.edu/cliwatch/watch.htm

U.S. Drought Monitor October 18, 2022

(Released Thursday, Oct. 20, 2022)

Iowa Valid 8 a.m. EDT

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None | D0-D4 |D1-D4 | D2-D4

4 D4

Cumrent 0.00 [100.00| 8415 [ 35.05 | 7.1 | 0.02

Last Week

1011-2022 000 |100.00(5746 [ 2699 | 7.07 [ 0.02

IMonthsAQo | g5 g7 | 4703 |15.26 | 7.34 | 247 | 0.00
07-19.2022

Start of
Calendar Year | 50.98 | 49.02 | #1.87 | 000 | 0.00 | 0.00
01-04-2022
Start of
Water Year | 20.90 | 7910 | 45.05 | 2225 | 507 | o2
09-27-2022

One YearAgo | 7 | 7703 | 45.06 | 14.05 | 000 | 0.00
10-19-2021

/ ‘ ‘ ‘ Intensity:
[ JHone "] D2 severe Drought
|:| DO Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought
’ ‘ [ D1 Moderate Drought [l D4 Exceptional Drought
1B The Droughit Monitor focuses on broad-scale condtions.

Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
Drought Monitor, go to httos:#droughtmonitor. unl. edu/About aspx

Author:
Adam Hartman
NOAAMNWS/NCEP/CPC

droughtmonitor.unl.edu









































































































